Annual Report
2014-2015

In this report you can find information about:
In this year report, we present you with an overview of our work and achievements in the school year 20142015, starting on September 1 and ending on August 31.
For more information about our work in general, our approaches, our work in the past and daily updates, we
invite you to read more about us on our website www.placircus.ps and to like our Facebook page: The Palestinian Circus School
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Introduction
Let’s start on a positive note this year, because positivism, creativity, constructive ideas and hope are our form of resistance for Palestine.
Therefore, we are very thrilled to announce that we will organize
our first international circus festival in Palestine in September
2016, at the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the PCS. The coming year we will work hard on its preparations. The festival will target many children and youth but also the adult audiences with
high quality contemporary circus productions. So, stay tuned, and
join us in our celebrations next year!
This year marked the launch of ”the Friends of the Palestinian Circus School” in Belgium. It was founded by volunteers that have
supported PCS before and want to continue motivating people to
follow their inspiring examples. With a wonderful launching event
attracting many interested people, they will further spread the
beauty of the circus world in Palestine.
B-Orders broke through internationally. Still far from seen worldwide, but with the huge potential of reaching many. B-Orders has
moved audience deeply from Palestine, to Europe and to Brazil! As
much as PCS was only the producer of the show, we cannot omit
to feel somehow responsible for the personal evolutions of its two
artists Ashtar Muallem and Fadi Zmorrod that got introduced to
circus at the PCS and from there were given the support to go
study circus abroad. We share in their pride of having it made possible to bring the first Palestinian circus artist on to the international circus scene. And to have them share the plight of their people in such a beautiful way.
Closer home, in the little picturesque town of Birzeit, PCS has
really fully come ‘home’. We arrived in the town as a ‘strange
body’ at the end of 2011. Slowly we started finding ourselves here
and step by step we became more integrated in the local life of the
town by participating at the many local cultural events, by having a
steadily increasing number of students from the town and by offering many workshops and presentations for the local schools and
clubs. The PCS feels now so much at home and has witnessed this
year many beautiful moments where the entire community gathers to benefit the entire population of the village. We hope we can
continue to build a lot on this and we thank the Birzeit community
for their support and hospitality.
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This year was also a very hard year for the Palestinian circus family. We were deeply saddened and shocked
by the tragic death of two great supporters and very close friends of PCS and of Palestine: Yanic Samzun and
Trille Lucassen.
Yanic was not just any friend of the circus
school. He was at the heart of it, all the time,
of its first days, of its development, of its
support and tours and recognition in Belgium. Because Yanic had fallen in love with
the project, with the team and with Palestine already long before we even existed.
Yanic was one of the driving people behind
the operation 100 artists for Palestine in
2002 since he was deeply convinced of the
role of cultural resistance for a free and dignified Palestine. He was also one of the initiators of the beautiful music project Al
Manara with Al Kamandjati. He will always
stay with us and with the circus in its beautiful memories. Thank you Yanic for all you
meant to us and to Palestine!
Trille, ya Trille, never ever will we be able to
erase the sound of your loud ‘Yallllaaaaaaa’
whenever you crossed the sea to come and stay
with us. In 2008, you first brightened up our
days during the summer school with the Goglerskolen. As soon as you took over Tvaers circus
you came back. To reinstall our relationship. To
discuss many ideas for cooperation and soon
after PCS stood on the stage in Arhus with the
students. You’re slogan ‘All different-all equal’
was at the heart of your work in the circus and
at the heart of your engagement with Palestine.
Last time you came, we talked about all the anger and conflicts. Enough, you said. It’s all a
waste of time. I only believe in love. Dear, we
loved you so much.

May you both rest in eternal peace. You’re souls will never leave us.
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About us
Vision
The Palestinian Circus School dreams of a free Palestine in which Palestinians engage in a dynamic cultural
and artistic life that embraces creativity, freedom of expression and diversity as the main pillars for a just
and inclusive society.

Mission
By training Palestinian children and youth in circus arts, the Palestinian Circus School wants to develop a
new art form in Palestine and strengthen the creative and physical potential of the Palestinians, seeking
to engage and empower them to become constructive actors in society.
By creating and performing circus productions, we want to instill hope among the population, promote
the freedom of expression and raise local and international awareness about Palestinian arts and the
many challenges of the Palestinian society.

Page 5

The staff in 2014-2015
Shadi Zmorrod

General Director

Jessika Devlieghere

Deputy General Director

Sinan Mansour

Financial Officer

Giuliana Schiro’

Resource Development Officer

Rana Nasser

Coordinator

Hanya Abdallah

Board of Directors


President: Dr. Yousef Al Rimawi



Vice President: Ms. Nicole Zreineh



Treasurer: Mr. Raed Sadeq



Secretary: Ms. Elham Zeineh

Secretary



Member: Dr. Shadia Makhlouf

Alaa Jayousi

Technician



Member: Mr. Maher Al Shawamreh

Nayef Abdallah

Educational Program Coordinator /
Head Trainer



Member: Ms. Iman Nijem

Noor Abu AlRub

Trainer/Performer

Mohammad Abu Taleb

Trainer/Performer

Ahmad Abu Taleb

Trainer/Performer

Mohammad Abu Sakha

Trainer/Performer

Motasem Ghaith

Trainer/Performer

Fadi Zmorrod

Artist (free lance)

Ashtar Muallem

Artist (free lance)

From the bottom of our hearts, we want to thank all local and international volunteers for sharing their
valuable experience and time with us and for contributing to the further development of the PCS. Welcome always to our big circus family!!
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Financial Overview 2014-2015
The total expenditures for the year 2014-2015 were 1,271,577 NIS, including 68,724 NIS fixed assets and
1,202,853 NIS activities and institutional expenses.
The total expenditures breakdown based on the nature of the activity, as shown below:

*The investment costs include adding toilets and storage to the circus premises and circus& office equipment.

Sinan Mansour
Financial Officer
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Educational Activities
Click on this link for a general introduction about the philosophy and approach of PCS in its educational work.

Circus Clubs 2014-2015:
This year a total number of 227 students, of which 135 girls and 92 boys, followed on a regular basis the
weekly classes. The students were from Jenin, Al Fara RC, Birzeit, Al Jalazon RC, Ramallah and Hebron.
In BIRZEIT we had 5 clubs running this year for a total of 71 students (28 females and 43 males) all between
the ages of 7 and 54 years old.
This year, new students were admitted to the student production group counting 19 students (15 boys and 4
girls). Training on a new show started and will continue during the next year 2015-2016.
With the OUTREACH program, we reach out to groups outside of Birzeit, bringing the circus to other cities
and refugee camps, to children and youth with mental disabilities and to the girls of a social rehabilitation
centre. We started from our first days of training in 2007 to go out of Ramallah, since we wanted to become
a project for all Palestinians despite their background. So we have been working in Hebron, Jenin and Al Fara
refugee camp for many years where we try to establish permanent hubs of training for the circus school. But
we also bring children and youth from Al Jalazon refugee camp to Birzeit, work with an average 45 girls every
year since 2008 at the Girls Rehabilitation Centre in Jenin and this year we also started training a group of
students from the Star Mountain Centre, where we teach circus to children with mental disabilities.
Every year, we offer many of them the chance to come train intensively in Birzeit during the summer camps,
and work and live together with their peers from other places. Some of the students from the outreach program grow through in the circus and after some years find their way to the more advanced trainings in Birzeit, where they all mix in the multi, prep and show groups. Our Training of Trainers program, which we offer
every 2 to 3 years, is open to all, and many of the students in this program come from our clubs outside Birzeit.
From time to time we bring them all together, just to enjoy being that big circus community. PCS is very true
to its vision where we believe in an inclusive and just society, where all can share the same rights. We are ‘all
different and all equal’, just like the motto of Circus Tvaers from our dearest friends Trille and Rami.
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The outreach program, this year, worked with 156 students (107 females and 49 boys) during weekly trainings in:


Jenin: Two clubs; one with 11 boys in cooperation with the Freedom Theatre and the other one
with 54 girls in cooperation with Jenin Girls Rehabilitation Center.



Al Fara’a Refugee Camp: in cooperation with the Palestinian Theatre of Al Fara’a with 12 boys.



Ramallah: Two clubs with 22 students at the Episcopal Technological and Vocational Center
(ETVTC)



Al Jalazone: 47 students (35 girls and 12 boys) who train under the tent in Birzeit in cooperation
with Taqat Shababeyeh.



Star Mountain: a new group of 10 students with mental disabilities in cooperation with the Star
Mountain Centre.
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Open Days
We believe it is very important that our
students get the opportunity to present their skills in front of their friends,
families and the open public. A large
part of classes is dedicated to the
preparations of the open days’ presentations. Open days are organized in all
training locations at the end of each
scholar year, to celebrate the International Circus Day and to offer our students the opportunity to share the
techniques and skills they have learned
throughout the year with their families
and friends.

with their parents and with the local community about our work.
Between the 1st and 8th of May, five open days were organized in:
Birzeit: two open days @ PCS premises
Jenin: @ the Girls Rehabilitation Center
Jenin: @ the Freedom Theatre
Al Fara’a Refugee Camp: @ Al Fara’a Girls Elementary School

At the same time, it is a moment
where we can share some thoughts

Summer Camps
The summer is an excellent period in the year that allows us to
work on a more intensified way
with our students, allowing them
to increase many of their circus
skills, but at the same time, a moment where we organize and promote the interaction, cooperation
and friendship between our students from the different locations.

dents from Ramallah, Birzeit, Hebron, Al Fara’a Refugee Camp and
Jenin).
The summer camps all ended with presentations for the students’
friends and families.

This year the school organized 3
summer camps under the circus
tent in Birzeit. The first two summer camps were held in June for
beginner students (48 students
from Birzeit and Ramallah). The
third one was organized in August
for all multi and preparatory
groups of all locations (34 stuPage 10

Artistic Activities
Productions and Performances
Spreading circus arts in Palestine and introducing Palestinians to a new form of performing arts, is an important quest for PCS. In order to fulfill this goal, PCS produces shows and organizes tours both locally and internationally.

Mish Zabta

The sixth production of the Palestinian Circus School
was created in 2014. Mish Zabta was created to
make children and people in Palestine look at their
many challenges through a lot of humour.
You can read and see more about the show here ….
During this year, the show was performed 35 times
in different parts of the West Bank & Jerusalem;
including cities, villages, refugee camps and Bedouin communities! With these shows we managed
to reach almost 9500 people from Ramallah, Birzeit,
Hebron, Jenin, Jerusalem, Al Jalazone Refugee
Camp, Al Taybeh, Biteen, Kofor Aqab, Al Amari
Refugee Camp, Qabatia, Al Zayyem Beddouin Community, Bethlehem, villages of Al Zawyeh, Deir
Ballout and Mas-ha in Salfeet, Shoqba, Arabeh, and
Al Zababdeh. The show will continue to be performed until January 2016.
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B-Orders
More about the show here ……..
This year, B-Orders toured Palestine, Brazil,
Germany and the UK!! In March and April,
2015, the show toured Germany and Palestine, reaching over 1600 people, with 6 shows
in Germany in Herne, Jena and Potsdam and 6
shows in Palestine in Nazareth, Birzeit and Jerusalem.
In June, B-Orders had 4 performances in Brazil
at the Festival Internacional Sesc de Circo,
reaching another 1350 people. In August, the
show participated at the International Fringe
Festival in Edinburgh-UK, where it was acknowledged by the Total Theatre Award for
Best Circus! 10 shows were performed at the
Fringe reaching 990 people.

Artistic Parade
A colourful parade was organized in cooperation with all Birzeit
institutions on May 1, to celebrate the International Workers’
Day. Many people from all Birzeit
joined that day in volunteering
activities to clean the streets,
paint walls and side-walks and
giving presentations about security. The day included a graduation ceremony for all our Birzeit
and Ramallah students, with circus presentations, scouts shows,
plays by the scouts and the Pales-

tinian Civil Defense and a beautiful dabkeh presentation. Almost 100 volunteers participated at the event by painting
pavements and electricity meters, by cleaning the streets and
painting the faces of the children...etc

Women Association, The Local
Youth Council, Birzeit Scouts,
Latin Patriarche School, Palestinian Civil Defense, Palestinian
Police, Osama Mkhaimar and
volunteers from Birzeit University.

We thank all partners who contributed to the success of this
event: Birzeit Municipality, Birzeit Club, Rozana Association,
Somood Dabkeh troupe, Birzeit
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Cooperation with the different partners:
Because PCS works hard to achieve its goals, it became known and acknowledged both locally and internationally. This is translated into the many invitations PCS received throughout the year. PCS cannot meet all
requests due to time constraints and the relatively limited human resources still, but many invitations were
happily accepted, among which:

Local Cooperation


Khalil Al Sakakini Cultural Center
In cooperation with Khalil Al Sakakini Cultural Center, PCS students participated in a Mapping Procession on October 29 during Qalandia International Festival. This march took place in the City of Ramallah to mark the First Intifada artistically.



Al Harah Theatre
PCS hosted a show of Al Harah “the Magic Bell” under its tent on December 29.



The Freedom Theatre
PCS hosted a show of The Freedom Theatre “A suicide note from Palestine” on December 30.



Ashtar Theatre
Six of our trainers attended a theatre workshop at Ashtar Theatre in the period between January 5
and 7.



Birzeit Scouts
In cooperation with Birzeit Scouts, PCS performed on the occasion of the lightening of the Christmas
tree in Birzeit



Storyteller Denise Asad
PCS hosted the storyteller Denise Asad on Tuesday December 2



PCS students presented circus numbers during “Bastet Farah” event in Jerusalem on April 2.



Girls Rehabilitation Center in Jenin
A circus presentation by some of our students from the Rehabilitation Center in Jenin and some of
our trainers in an event organized by the Ministry of Civil affairs in Ramallah



Palestinian Performing Arts Network (PAN)
As a founding member of PAN, PCS participated at the official launching of PAN on June 16.
Page 14

Page 15



Arab Orthodox Scouts Troupe
PCS participated in Beit Jala Summer Festival for Culture and Arts in cooperation with the Arab Orthodox Scouts troupe.



Summer Camps
In cooperation with several summer camps in Ramallah and Birzeit, PCS trainers gave circus workshops to more than 500 children between June and August



UNIPAL Events
PCS was invited for several events organized by UNIPAL



Bethlehem governorate and municipality
Circus presentation on July 25 at the Manger Square in Bethlehem to celebrate 10 years of cooperation between Bethlehem Governorate and the Province of Hainaut in Belgium.



CISS- Italian Organization
In cooperation with an Italian organization CISS, school of Al Salaam Children of the olive tree and Society of Remedial Education Center, we were happy to receive and give a workshop to a summer
camp from Gaza on August 5.



Ramallah Municipality
A student presentation during Souq Al Harjeh 2015 organized by Ramallah Municipality at the old city
of Ramallah on August 21



A.M. Al. Qattan Foundation
In cooperation with AlQattan Foundation, PCS hosted Badke’s rehearsal and performance on August
24 and 25.
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International Cooperation


Social Circus Festival in Turkey:
PCS participated at the International Social Circus Festival organized by Art Anywhere and Sirk Hane
in Mardin, Turkey during the period between September 10 and 20. Mardin lies on the border between Turkey and Syria and has a very large refugee population from Syria and Iraq. The festival included several performances and workshops for Syrian, Iraqi and Yezidi Refugee Children.



Fundraising workshop:
PCS participated at a Fundraising Workshop in Amman offered by “The Management Center”, in participation of different Arab countries.



World Social Forum 2015:
PCS participated at The World Social Forum in Tunis in March. The World Social Forum is considered
to be a meeting place where social movements and other civil society organizations come together to
think, share experiences and network.



Circus Momolo –Jena/Germany
PCS Head Trainer, gave an intensive Chinese pole and acrobatic workshop for 10 students/trainers
from Circus Momolo in Germany in July.



Bridges for Youth Festival in Germany
14 students of the Show Group and two PCS trainers travelled to Germany in the period between July
27 and August 8 to participate in the “Bridges for Youth Festival” in Germany organized by the Lidicehaus.
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Capacity Building
This year PCS held several planning workshops to assess the needs and possibilities for capacity building for
the years to come. For the next year PCS will be focusing strongly on the pedagogical approach with the students in order to be even more successful in reaching our vision and mission.
Administrative wise, the school provided 3 courses for two staff members: a “Project Management Course”
for the coordinator, and “Financial Reporting” and “advanced excel“ courses for the Financial Officer

Supporters
There would be NO circus school in Palestine without the precious support of all our donors, supporters and
partners. We are very grateful for the large belief and trust all these people and institutions have in our
work. For our activities this year, we received support from:


Drosos



Caritas



European Union



SIDA in the framework of the PAN program



Poppies for Peace – Klaprozen voor vrede



Stichting Kinderpostzegels



Presence et Action Culturelles



Palestina Solidarteit, Belgium



Jena Municipality, Germany



The “Friends of the Palestinian Circus School”, Belgium



A.M. Al Qattan Foundation

You are always welcome to join the family of supporters to guarantee that our work will continue and be able
to make real changes in the life of our children and youth.
See here how you can support us!!
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PCS in the Media
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Www.palcircus.ps
THE PALESTINIAN CIRCUS SCHOOL

Al Manzel Street, next to the Latin
Church
Birzeit, Ramallah – Palestine

Photos in this report are taken by:

Telefax: +970 2 2812000
Mobile: +970 568 880024

info@palcircus.ps

The Palestinian Circus
School







Karen Van Dijck
Kristin Flade
Nora Schwitzer
Thom Vander Beken
The Palestinian Circus School

