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Foreword 

2011 and 2012 are years that in world history will point 
out first and foremost to the Middle East. What started 
with the self-immolation of Mohamed Bouazizi in Tunis, 
was followed by a revolution to overthrow dictatorships 
in many Middle Eastern countries. A loud cry for the 
freedom of expression, economic equality and political 
participation was heard across the streets from Tunis to 
Sana’a. While social media played a crucial role in getting 
the people organized, the Palestinian Circus School 
(PCS) recognizes the paramount role of the many civil 
society groups and artists that despite all oppression and 
censorship have challenged powers underground for so 
long, feeding the critical reflection and desire for freedom 
of expression so feared by the dictatorial regimes. But 
what started as an inspiring call for change full of hope 
has ended in the dreadful realities in Yemen, Libya and 
Syria. May history prove wrong one day and give wings to 
the people that will continue to defend the dreams and 
aspirations of all people in society without curbing the 
freedoms and rights of others.               

The Palestinian Circus School (PCS) reaffirms its aim as an 
artistic educational organization to go beyond developing 
and performing beautiful artistic creations to entertain 
the public. Deeply rooted in the Palestinian society, 
bound by its history and its social reality, we continue to 
engage in a process of offering tools to young people to 
engage in their societies, to aspire for their freedom, to 
give them a voice and to create for them a platform. 

A very special attribute to all the endless commitment 
of our staff, students, Board and donors are in its place. 
Together, we commit to a world where all of us matter 
and where together we give the best of ourselves to 
bring meaning to our society.  
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Introduction 

Six years after its establishment, the Palestinian Circus 
School (PCS) deepened its roots as one of the influential 
cultural institutions in Palestine. What started as a group of 
volunteers training some individuals, has grown to become a 
pulsating institution with headquarter in Birzeit, many circus 
clubs actively running in the West Bank and different shows 
being performed locally and internationally.    

PCS will always recall 2011 as a crucial turning point for 
the school. This year, PCS moved to its own premises in 
the beautiful town of Birzeit, bringing to an end a long and 
strenuous 5 years of moving from one un-adapted training 
place into another. Thanks to Dr. Hanna Nasir who generously 
donated his building to our school, and the Belgian Federal 
Government that funded its renovation.

It has been some time since our last year report of 2010. 
Much has happened since. A profound strategic and 
institutional planning process under the guidance of Jan Rok 
Achard for the educational artistic domain of the work and 
of Sam Bahour for the administrative, financial part of the 
work, allowed PCS to advance to a professional transparent 
institution with a clear vision and mission guiding us all the 
way to the realization of our dream.           

This year we present you a packed year report due to our 
transfer to a new calendar, including all 2011 and a large part 
of 2012. From next year we will be presenting you each year 
our overview of the school year starting on September 1 and 
ending on August 31.   

In this report you can find 
information about:
 
1. About us 
2. Financial overview 2011-2012 
3. Educational activities 
4. Artistic activities  
5. Capacity Building of the team 
6. The house of the PCS 
7. PCS in the media 
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Donors

THANK YOU to all our donors and supporters to make our work in 2011-2012 possible

• The Belgian Government
• DROSOS Foundation
• SIDA as part of the PAN Program! 
• Broederlijk Delen
• A.M. Al Qattan Foundation
• SDC – Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation    
• KINDERPOSTZEGELS 
• Institut Français
• General Consulate of France in Jerusalem 
• The Municipality of Toulouse
• Klaprozen voor vrede
• All contributors through the online Indiegogo Campaign
• All individual PCS friends and supporters



Who are we? 
The Palestinian Circus School is a non-profit, non-
governmental organization, established in 2006 
and registered with the Palestinian Authority since 
February 2007. 

Vision
The Palestinian Circus School wants to contribute to 
strengthening a constructive and dynamic Palestinian 
identity and culture and a fair society. PCS is convinced 
of the powerful impact the arts have in these areas. 
It therefore participates in and encourages the 
development of the circus arts in Palestine. 

The Palestinian Circus School will also explore and 
create new artistic interactions with other performing 
arts in Palestine and in the international scene. 

By developing circus arts in Palestine, the Palestinian Circus 
School opens new windows to the world for Palestinians 
and opens a door for the world to Palestine.

Mission
The mission of the Palestinian Circus School has three axes:

PROFESSIONAL
To train young people to become professional circus 
artists or trainers

CIRCUS ARTS IN PALESTINE
To spread circus arts all over Palestine 

SOCIAL
To use the circus arts as a social tool to develop the creative 
potential of Palestinians, seeking to engage and empower 
them to become constructive actors in their society.

About us
6
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The staff in 2011-2012
 Shadi Zmorrod    General Manager
 Jessika Devlieghere  Executive Director
 Sinan Mansour    Financial Officer
 Rana Nasser    Coordination and Administrative Assistant
 Fadi Zmorrod    Head Trainer/Performer 
 Nayef Abdallah    Head Trainer/Performer
 Noor Abualrob    Assistant Trainer/Performer 
 Ahmad Abutaleb   Assistant Trainer/Performer
 Mohammad Abutaleb   Assistant Trainer/Performer
 Mohammad Abusakha   Assistant Trainer/Performer 
 Falesteen Afifi    Assistant Trainer

Board of Directors in 2011-2012 
On 10th of May2012, The General Assembly of the Palestinian Circus School elected a new Board  
of Directors, that consists of:

• Dr. Yousef Al Rimawi – President (renewed membership)
• Ms. Nicole Zreineh – Vice-President
• Mr. Raed Sadeq – Treasurer (renewed membership)
• Ms. Elham Zeineh – Secretary (renewed membership)
• Ms. Shadia Makhlouf – Member
• Mr. Maher Al Shawamreh – Member
• Ms. Iman Nijem – Member (renewed membership)

With our sincere gratitude to the former Board of Directors:

• Ms. Asmahan Abdel Hadi – President
• Mr. Shaher Al arouri – Vice-President 
• Mr. Raed Sadeq 
• Dr. Yousef Al Rimawi
• Ms. Iman Nijem
• Ms. Mariam Yanni
• Ms. Elham Zeineh
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Revenues & Expenditures for the year September 1, 2011 to August 31, 2012

The total revenues for this year were NIS 1,648,044 ($ 436,259). The breakdown of 
revenues based on the revenue source as shown below:

As for the expenditures, the total expenses for this year were NIS 1,748,973 ($ 
467,219), including NIS 509,668 fixed assets and NIS 55,169 depreciation expense.

The total expenditures breakdown based on the nature of the activity as shown 
below:

*The investment cost includes the renovation of the old building, circus& office 
equipment, a movables audience structure and a shade structure    

Note: the total of 45,760 NIS deficit (excluding depreciation expense) was covered 
from net assets of the year ended August 31, 2011.
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PCS is first and foremost a school. A circus school that 
is working hard on developing a real curriculum for all 
the trainings we give. Although circus is still strongly 
perceived as pure clowning even fooling around, in 
reality the center of the circus we practice, different 
from the traditional circus, has a strong pedagogical 
approach based on key competences that are the 
keys to success and safety in circus. It focuses strongly 
on the individual development of the student: self-
expression and self- development through learning 
values, working in teams, strengthening the creativity 
and developing the physical skills of the children 
and youth. All while working hard on the different 
circus techniques as acrobatics, Chinese pole, aerial 
acrobatics (tissue, trapeze,..), juggling and balance that 
require high levels of concentration and perseverance.    

The sentence that figures on our website summarizes 
what circus is all about for us:   

Educational Activities
“By turning you upside down, we teach you to 

stand on your own two feet. By dropping objects 
we teach you to catch them. By having you walk 
all over someone, we teach you to take care of 

them. By having you clown around, we teach you 
to take yourself seriously.”  
--Bob Sugarman, circus writer

With the social and pedagogical dimension of circus, 
PCS wants to counter the very negative psychological 
impact of the military occupation on children, youth 
and adults. The system and its related situation of 
injustice, expropriation, and occupation frustrates and 
infuriates. Most of the young people experience a wide 
range of feelings as humiliation, frustration and rage, 
in many cases leading to either a very violent action or 
a passive behavior, fatalism, resignation and a lack of 
hope and positive action. 

 
PCS wants to be an injection of hope and engagement 
for Palestine.
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Since 2010, PCS developed a system for its education 
based on 3 levels: 

• a beginners level (lasting 3 years in the recreational time)
• a preparatory level (equally lasting 3 years in 

recreational time) and
• a professional level which we hope to establish in 

the near future, with a full time program for 3 years.  

The beginners and preparatory levels are represented 
in our weekly circus trainings with fixed groups which 
we call circus clubs.        

Being a school does not take away the need for 
creating good circus shows. Creating and performing 
are part of the educational approach in which the 
critical reflection, the self-expression and creativity are 
central. Every year we work with all students towards 
presentations at the end of the year during the Open 
days. With the preparatory students we develop even 
more advanced numbers and shows to be presented in 
festivals and national events. 
             
A. Circus clubs
Since 2007, the PCS runs weekly circus clubs for male 
and female students between the ages of 10 and 25 
years old in different cities.  Classes always start in 
September and end the last week of April, resulting 
in public showings during the open days, counting an 
average of 30 classes per year. Each class lasts between 
2 to 3 hours, expect for the preparatory group that 
lasts 6 hours.      

Between January and May 2011, PCS offered 5 circus 
clubs in Ramallah and Jenin, totaling 90 students. In 
Ramallah we had a total of four groups at the Episcopal 
Technological and Vocational Training Center of which 

two beginners groups, one advanced group and one 
Training of Trainers group to prepare new future 
trainers. In Jenin we continued the social program 
at the Social Rehabilitation Center with 35 female 
students. During these weekly workshops, students 
were introduced to a set of pedagogical circus games 
that foster trust, teamwork, self-confidence among 
others and to different circus techniques like juggling, 
acro-lifting, acrobatics and aerials (trapeze & tissue)    

In 2012, new circus clubs were opened in Hebron, Al 
Faraa RC, Jenin and Birzeit, after recruiting four new 
full time and one part time assistant trainers out of 
the Training of Trainers group; raising the number of 
students to 178 (96 boys and 82 girls between 10 and 
27 years). In Birzeit we had four groups running: a 
beginners group for students from Al Jalazone (9 girls, 9 
boys), a beginners group with students from Ramallah 
and Birzeit (5 girls, 16 boys), a beginners level 2 (6 girls, 
13 boys) and one advanced group (6 girls, 12 boys). In 
Hebron, we started a circus club in cooperation with 
Sharek Institute and Tareq Bin Ziyad Cultural Center 
(15 girls, 18 boys). Another circus club was opened at 



Al Fara’a RC, with 6 girls and 16 boys, 
in partnership with the Palestinian 
Theatre of Al Fara’a. The last two 
clubs were running in Jenin, with 
one club for 12 males and the other 
for 35 female students at the Girls 
Rehabilitation Center. 

The number of PCS students 
significantly increased in 2012 as 
compared to 2011.  Especially in 
Birzeit, the number of students 
is in constant increase due to the 
relations the PCS has developed 
with the local community.  

With most of the groups, PCS 
focuses mainly on using circus as a 
social tool to develop their creative 
potential by offering students 
different tools to build their 
self-esteem and create stronger 
friendship relations amongst them 
based on trust and mutual respect. 

The change was strongly noticed on 
the level of the students’ confidence, 
creativity, concentration and 
teamwork! Quoting Ms. Rehab 
Al Sa’adi, director of the Girls 
Rehabilitation Center in Jenin, she 
said: “Once we begin, especially 
with new students, we deal with 
frightened, shy and confused girls, 
who do not feel very comfortable 
talking to the opposite sex. As 
observed from my experience in 

last years, the circus gave the girls 
a push forward on the level of their 
personalities and relations with 
others.”

OPEN DAYS

The open days are celebrated every 
year the first week of May, closing 
the weekly classes. The students 
present and share the results of the 
techniques and skills they learned 
throughout the year with their friends, 
families and with the neighbors of 
the different training locations. To 
allow the audience to get a taste of 
where their sons and daughters can 
get if they persist in their classes, 
the trainers always perform different 
numbers for the public.

The open days equally allow the 
community to get more acquainted 
with the team of the PCS and with 
the objectives and approach of the 
school.    

1. Birzeit:
Friday, 6th of May 2011, will stay a day 
marked in our memories. For the first 
time, PCS took possession of its’ new 
location in Birzeit with an invasion 
of clowns, stilt walkers, jugglers and 
acrobats, bringing the building to 
life. During the open day, the school 
showed some of the documentaries 
about the school, and hosted a small 
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photo exhibition about the building itself and about 
the collective cleaning day on April 29th.

Immediately after moving the schools operation to 
Birzeit, PCS organized another open day on December 
2nd, 2011, gathering all its students from Ramallah, 
Birzeit and those from Hebron, Jenin and Al Fara camp.  
130 students between the ages of 10 and 20 years 
brought the school to life. Next to presentations of the 
students, all engaged in a colorful street parade that 
invaded the quiet streets of Birzeit.

 
In 2012, we organized our Open Day on May 4, 
closing the circus year 2011-2012, for the four groups 
in Birzeit. The PCS house was crowded with friends 
and families who came to encourage and support our 
students, reaching around 500 spectators. 

2. Al Fara’a Refugee Camp:
The open day was organized on the 8th of May 2012 at 

The Palestinian Theatre of Al Fara’a camp. More than 
150 children and parents joined in.
   
3. Jenin:
On May 3 2011, the girls at the social rehabilitation 
center shared with their families and friends, in a very 
creative way, all the skills they learned during the year. 
All the girls came beautifully dressed, and the nerves 
were tensed just before the presentations. But they 
did a great job!

In 2012, the school organized another two unique 
open days in Jenin on the 9th of May: one for the girls 
at the Social Rehabilitation Center, and the other for 
the Boys of Jenin club at the PCS training hall in Jenin 
reaching around 70 people.    

4. Hebron:
On May 5th,  2012, at Tareq Bin Ziad Sports and Culture 



Center, the 24 students were thrilled to be given the 
chance to show the skills that they have learned in 
front of their friends and families. Almost 75 people 
came to see the presentation.    

B. Summer Schools
Each year, during the summer vacation, the PCS 
organizes a 3 week intensive workshop for its trainers 
and advanced students, allowing them to work 
closely and intensively with international artists 
and professionals that come to Palestine to share 
their skills, culture and passion for circus. During the 
workshop, all participants join efforts to create a show 
for the large Palestinian public in a tour to many West 
Bank cities and refugee camps. Two summer schools 
were organized in 2011 and another one in 2012.

In 2011, a first summer school took place from July 
1st till 18, and was organized in in cooperation with 

the LIDO Circus School from Toulouse, France.  17 
artists and students of France worked together with 
15 students and 2 trainers from the Palestinian Circus 
School resulting in the Mobile Circus 2011. 

A second summer school, between July 18 and 29, 
brought together 1 Spanish, 4 German and 3 French 
artist with another 15 Palestinian students. An 
American and Norwegian artist joined in along the 
road for a few days. With the first group starting the 
tour with the Mobile Circus, the training hall became 
once again crowded with acrobatics, aerials, unicycle, 
dance, ideas and loads of friendship. The second 
summer school equally resulted in a show that was 
performed in Al Jalazone Refugee Camp and within the 
festival “Wein A Ramallah” of Ramallah Municipality 

In 2012, PCS partnered again with the LIDO circus school 
from Toulouse, France. The Scuola Dimitri (school for 
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physical theatre) from Switzerland also joined in this year 
with 4 of its students. A circus teacher at different circus 
schools in Belgium completed the group. The total of 11 
internationals and 20 Palestinian students and trainers (15 
males and 5 females)  exchanged skills and expertise, and 
worked relentlessly on creating the Mobile Circus show 
2012 to travel to six major West Bank cities. 

What our students think about PCS:
With the increasing number of students at the PCS, we 
end up with many stories to tell. In this report, PCS will 
share with you two small testimonies. :

Noor Fawaz Abu AlRob

21 years, originally from Jenin and currently residing 
in Birzeit.

“I started training with the PCS in March 2008. At 
that time, I didn’t have any idea about the meaning of 
circus. I started out of curiosity but in time I discovered 
that circus is not limited to a particular type of sport 
or art, but it is open to all cultures and arts.

After being introduced to circus, I realized that it is 
the only thing I want to do.  My dream started then 

to become a professional trainer and performer!! 
4 years ago, I started as a student who had no clue 
about circus and now I am a trainer and performer at 
the PCS and I train different clubs in Jenin, Ramallah, 
Hebron, Al Fara’a and Al Jalazone Refugee Camps.”

Meropi Makhlouf

“I am 18 years, an art student at Birzeit University 
and a circus student at the Palestinian Circus School. I 
joined the circus family in 2007. I specialize in acrobat, 
acro-lifting, dance and acting. I performed with the 
PCS in many shows both locally and internationally. 
Circus to me is not only a studied range of movements; 
it is a platform to express my thoughts and feelings. 
I aspire to help in spreading this new form of art to 
all people through performances that reflect and 
translate social, political and cultural phenomena to 
the Palestinian public.” 
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Productions and performances 
Developing and spreading circus arts in Palestine has always been one of the major concerns of the Palestinian 
Circus School. In order to achieve this goal, the PCS engages in the development of different productions: large 
street shows, student presentations, numbers for festivals and other events and finally the creation of real 
professional productions. Again it is important to point out the difference with the traditional circus, whereas 
the new or contemporary circus that we practice makes use of theatre, music, dance, light and costume design 
to convey a story to its public through circus skills. In all our productions the stories of the students are central. 
They decide upon the content, the message they want to share with the audiences. All our productions reflect 
their direct surrounding.         

With all these productions, the PCS reaches out to the larger Palestinian society and to an international public 
abroad. Since its establishment in 2006, PCS reached an audience of 60.000 people in areas A, B and C, in 
Jerusalem and abroad.

Mobile Circus 
The Mobile Circus tour is a project that started in 2007, with a joint show of Clowns without Borders France and 
the PCS. Since then, every summer the PCS challenged the borders and checkpoints, decided to bring circus to all 
corners of the country. Some years with a theme, sometimes without a theme, one year with a story, the other 
year an explosion of circus energy regrouped in a cabaret of numbers.

Artistic   Activities
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Every year it is the result of Palestinian and international 
circus students that prepare a show or cabaret during 
the yearly summer school. The Mobile Circus is a show 
made to allow it to perform in any possible venue 
like the street, a playground o f 
a school, as football field or 
any other place. This way the 
performance is not bound to 
a professional theatre and can 
reach out to all.    

In 2011, the Mobile Circus 
was performed 5 times in 
Ramallah, Hebron, Nablus, 
Birzeit and Jerusalem 
reaching a total audience 
of 5000 people. That year 
we also had the honor 
to welcome a colorful 
and cheerful music 
band from Holland “De 
fanfare van de eerste 
liefdesnacht.“ The 
band accompanied 
us to several of the 
shows, attracted 
many people 
through the street 
parades and 
assured a wonderful 
party ending to all of the shows.

In 2012, PCS hit the road again with 32 people on 
stage, bringing its vivacious show to almost all major 
West Bank Cities:  Hebron, Jerusalem, Ramallah, 
Birzeit, Qalqilia, Bethlehem and Jenin, reaching a total 
of 3000 people.

Dreams for Sale

In February 2011, 7 of our students from Jenin started 
working on a new production called “Dreams for Sale” 
with a Dutch street artist Jack Jaxx. Several other 

trainers joined in later to further develop the 
show. Finally 4 of them pursued 

their dream and started 
to perform the show all 
around Palestine. 

The performance portrays 
the real experience of the 
Palestinian Circus School’s 

four advanced students. The 
show is a journey through the 
opposing demands they face, 

namely their circus dreams 
and their financial “real life” 
responsibilities. Neither the 

society nor the families accept 
their desire to dedicate their lives 
to circus arts. In spite of this, the 

students are determined to change 
their reality and to pursue their 
dreams. The performance conveys 

this experience in a simple way: 
comedy and tragedy scenes happening 

between a small shop owner in Jenin 
and his clients, who come looking for 

their dreams in the shop. Dreams we 
discover to be circus materials that the 

students use to make circus numbers.    

The show was performed by: Ahmed Abu Taleb, 
Mohamed Abu Taleb, Mohamed Abu Sakha and Noor 
Abu Al Rob
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Training and direction were by: Jack Jaxx, Severine 
Bellini, Krista Fatka, Nayef Othman  and Tomas 
Sokolowicz 
Costumes and décor by: Rami Arda

The show was presented for the first time during the 
school’s Open day on May 6 2011 in Birzeit. Between 
May 2011 and April 2012, the team hit the road and 
performed the show 46 times in different West Bank 
cities, villages, refugee camps and Bedouin settlements, 
reaching a total audience of 14500 people. 

The finale of “Dreams for Sale” was performed in 
February 2012 at Al Kasaba Theatre and Cinematheque 
in Ramallah. The evening was attended by more than 
500 people. The overloaded theatre warmly received 
the show. 

Cooperation with different partners

Thanks to its hard work, aspiration and determination, 
the PCS became known and acknowledged both locally 
and internationally. This is translated into the many 
invitations the PCS receives throughout the year. PCS 
cannot meet all requests due to time constraints and 
the relatively limited human resources still, but many 
invitations were happily accepted, among which:    

International 

Circomondo: The Palestinian Circus School commenced 
the year 2012 by participating in a Social Circus Festival 
in Siena that took place between 27th of December 2011 
and 8th of January 2012. Almost a hundred students 
and circus artists from Palestine, Italy, Argentina and 
Brazil arrived to Siena to train and elaborate a show 

on the themes of childhood and social circus to be 
performed between 5th and 8th of January

EUNIC: PCS was invited to participate at the Euromed 
Forum on Creative Industries and Society, 13 to 15 May 
2012 in Jordan. The action was a EUNIC (European 
Union Institutes for National Culture) initiative for 
the MENA region. The project wants to address 
Democratic Empowerment, Cultural Policy and 
Creative Economy and aims to support the creative 
sector in the MENA region. The set-up of the forum 
was to build relationships among Arab and European 
partners and to gather expectations from the cultural 
actors towards the program.  

Local 

Welcoming “Clowns without Borders”
Between January 12 and 18, the school welcomed 
“Clowns without Borders” from Belgium and 
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coordinated 11 performances for them  in Jenin, 
Hebron, Tubas, Bethlehem, Birzeit, Al Faraa Refugee 
Camp, Ramallah and surrounding refugee camps, 
reaching  3000 children.

Festiclown
Under the slogan: “A smile changes the world” 50 
clowns and circus artists came marching into Palestine 
from 2 to 15 of September, 2011 to offer laughter 
and solidarity. Thousands of people, young and old, 
came to enjoy the performances of the artists coming 
from Spain, Chile, Brazil, Portugal, Italy and Palestine.  
Between September 9 and 11, 2011 the clowns 
invaded Ramallah and the surroundings partnering 
with Ramallah Municipality, Birzeit Municipality and 
the Palestinian Circus School to offer shows in public, 
private and UNWRA schools, Ramallah Hospital, at the 
parking lot of the Municipality closing with a big  circus 
Gala at the Ramallah Cultural Palace attended by 500 
people. 

The opening of “theatre of the oppressed”
We were invited by Ashtar Theatre to participate in a 
small show as opening of “Theatre of the oppressed 
festival” on March 17, 2011. Two of our trainers: Krista 
Fatka and Severine Bellini presented a performances 
highly appreciated by the audience.

Fourth & Fifth Heritage week in Birzeit
What is becoming a yearly tradition, PCS participated 
at the yearly Heritage week of Al Rozana Association in 
July 2011 and in June 2012.

Taybeh Oktoberfest
Dreams for Sale was performed at the yearly Taybeh 
Oktober fest in October 2011.  

International Day for Children, November 20 – 
PCS at the daycare!
In cooperation with Goethe institute in Ramallah, the 
Palestinian Circus School presented a show for 50 little 
children in “Petit Pas” day care in Ramallah.

Parkour
Between January 12 and 21, 2012, some of our 
students participated in a Parkour workshop that 
was held in Jenin in cooperation with the Freedom 
Theatre.

Eighth Palestinian Orphan Day
On April 14, 2012,  advanced students performed at  
the eighth Palestinian Orphan day in front of almost 
2000 people from different parts of the West Bank 
who came to attend the show in Jenin.

The annual 5K run
 PCS cooperated with the annual 5K run that was held 
on April 27, 2012 in Birzeit, where some advanced 
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students presented a show with the goal of encouraging 
children to read.

Spring Festival at Ad-Dhahiriya
In cooperation with RIWAQ, the Palestinian Circus 
School participated in the Spring Festival that was held 
at the village of Ad-Dhahiriya, South of Hebron on the 
22nd of April 2012.

Al Nakba commemoration 
In the period between May 14th and 16th, the 
Palestinian Circus School cooperated with Sunbula 
Youth Group to host a hip-hop workshop, for students 
from Al-Jalazone, Al-Amari, and Qadoura Refugee 
Camps. 

Commemorating 64 years of Al Nakba, an event was 
organized at PCS premises on May 15th, with a PCS 
presentation, followed by Boikutt, Dar Qandeel, El 
Far’ee and DJ Sotusora.   

Children Festival Bethlehem
The Palestinian Circus School took part at a Children’s 
Festival in Bethlehem on the 22nd and 23rd of June, 
2012. During the festival the students performed on 
stage, brought color to the parade that toured Manger 
square and gave circus workshops to the children in 
Bethlehem 

Wein A Ramallah 
Trainers and students performed at “Wein a Ramallah” 
festival of Ramallah Municipality. The festival took 
place on June 29th, 2012 at Rashid Al Hadadin Square.  



Capacity Building 
of the staff 
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In order to enable its growth towards a 
professional school, the PCS permanently 
seeks to build the capacities of its trainers 
and staff. Some trainers and students 
are supported to go study abroad for 
long term professional circus programs. 
Others are sent to different short term 
training courses. At the same time, we 
invite international professionals on 
a regular basis to give workshops in 
different disciplines to our team present 
in Palestine. 

2011-2012 reflects an important year on 
the level of capacity building, with a very 
packed program of workshops, but also 
since PCS now starts to pick the fruits of 
the investments made over the last years.    

An overview of activities and results 
reached at this level in 2011-2012. 
   
Ashtar Muallem started with the PCS 
as a student in August 2006 when she 
already fell in love with the tissue, and 
became part of the founding team of 
the PCS. In 2008 she was accepted at 
the Centre National des Arts de Cirque 
in France for a full time preparatory 
year and after passing the exam pursued 
her professional studies for 3 years, 
specializing in tissue. In 2012, PCS 
assisted at her graduation performance 
and at the graduation production ‘This Is 
The End” in which she performs.  Soon 
Ashtar will join the PCS to work on a first 
production under the school and will 
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work with us on developing the manuals for all tissue 
education at the school.   

Fadi Zmorrod, one of the founding members of the 
PCS whom equally started at the first workshop in 
August 2006, soon decided to make circus his life. As 
first official trainer with the school from 2007 to 2009, 
his hunger to excel in circus only grew. In September 
2010 he left to Italy to pursue a two year program for 
“Professional Training Course for Contemporary Circus 
Artist” at La Scuola Di Cirko Vertigo in Torino. Fadi is 
set to return to the PCS in October 2012, to pass on his 
knowledge and skills to our students, to share circus 

at the Ecole National de Cirque in Montreal/Quebec. 
After being in accepted he left to Canada in August 
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art with the local community and will start working on 
a new production with Ashtar Muallem. 

Nayef Othman who started as a student in 2007 and 
became a trainer at the PCS in 2008, worked for 4 years 
with the PCS rapidly increasing his technical, pedagogical 
and artistic skills. When Nayef decided that he wanted 
to become a professional trainer in circus arts, PCS 
decided to support him all the way in his application 

2012. We expect Nayef back in 2013, after completing 
his professional training and internship.

Alaa Jayousi had no former relation with circus, but 
was a light and sound technician in his spare time. 
With the PCS in urgent need of a technician, it took 
on the adventure to send Alaa abroad for a 12 weeks 
intensive workshop as a circus technician at the Centre 
National des Arts de Cirque in France. Alaa completed 
the workshop successfully and was hired as technician 
with the PCS in May 2012.    

During 2011-2012, PCS welcomed many international 
trainers and artists to work for short or longer periods 
with our trainers and students on specific technical 
and artistic disciplines
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We want to thank all those people for having shared 
their valuable experience and time with us and for 
contributing in the development of the PCS skills.   
 
An overview: 
Jack Jaxx: street performer  joined PCS for a period of 3 
months between January 10 and May 10, 2011

Festiclown: In 2011 we received several trainers in 
clowning and laughter therapy through the Spanish 
FESTICLOWN. 

ISSUE01: In the framework of their project ISSUE01, 
Marion Collé (walking rope), Matthieu Gary (Chinese 
pole) and Vasil Tasevski (German wheel) came to 
Palestine in September 2011, for three weeks of 
cooperation, exchange and training.  

Tomas Sokolowiczs, joined the PCS in September 2011 
for 3 months as a trainer and assistant in the theatrical 
work for the show Dreams for Sale.

Andrea Shulte, from December 17, 2011 until January 
5, 2012 for a workshop in Chinese Pole 

Ana Jordão, from January 11 until February 10, 2012 
assisting trainings and teaching pair acrobatics 

Birta Bennasdttir between February 15 and March 29, 
2012, for training on acrobatics and pair acrobatics.

Marion Colle, from April 10 until April 22, 2012, for 
classes on walking rope  

Arnaud Thomas, teacher at the Centre National des 
Arts de Cirque, came from June 6th to June 22nd, 
2012 for an intensive workshop on trampoline and 

teeterboard as a first introduction. The aim is to 
continue on this path for the coming two years.
   
Nada Humsi from July 20 to 28, 2012 for a workshop in 
theatre and mime  

© Philip Cibille
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The dream of building a circus school in Palestine 
was born briefly after having started the first circus 
trainings. It very soon became clear that if we were 
to offer the Palestinian children and youth a safe and 
adapted place to learn circus on a good level, we were 
to bring a circus tent or build a circus hall ourselves. 

Following the operation Asseoir L’Espoir in 2008, 
organized by Presence Action Culturelles in Belgium, 
PCS was introduced to the University of La Cambre, 
architecture. The idea of conceiving our own circus 
school was discussed and La Cambre launched the 
programming phase with its graduate students. During 
a joint workshop in Palestine in April 2009, with 

the students of La Cambre Architecture and of the 
Architecture department of Birzeit University, under 
the guidance of Professors Patrice Neirinck and Layla 
Qarout, the first projects for a circus school on different 
sites in and around Ramallah were developed. One 
of the concepts, projecting the circus facilities in the 
historic center of Birzeit, got the particular attention 
of the PCS.   

In 2009, the Rozana association introduced the school 
to Dr. Hanna Nasir, owner of an old abandoned house 
in the village of Birzeit. Little words are needed to 
convince Dr. Nasir to give us the building and site for a 
period of 15 years free of charge. In December 2010, 

A  home for the PCS 
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the final liberating call from the Belgian Government 
reaches us:  they have agreed to support the renovation 
of the historic building to allow the PCS to develop to 
its full potential. Work to develop the concept and to 
turn the building into a circus school, can start.

During a collective cleaning day on April 2011, the 
PCS team with 50 of its students and some volunteers 
brought the beautiful stones and tiles back to the 
eye after having been under the dirt for many years. 
Rehabilitation and renovation works by Riwaq start in 
June 2011. And in November 2011, it finally happened. 
PCS moved to the new village and building that will 
become home for the Palestinian Circus School for the 
coming 15 years. 

Having started and operated all the time in the 
bustling rapid growing Ramallah/Al Bireh area and 
now move away to the small quiet town of Birzeit, 15 
kilometers north of Ramallah, is not an evident step, 
but one we assume completely. Birzeit is on the main 
road connecting the North to the South. Standing on 
the roof of the circus we see the refugee camp of Al 
Jalazone lying on the flank of Jifna village. Birzeit itself 
is surrounded with villages as Jifna, Burham, Jibya and 
Atara. Birzeit is also home to one of the most famous 
universities in the country hosting up to 9000 young 
people. The environment challenges us to become 
an organization of meaning to the students of the 
university and to make a change in the life of the kids 
and youth of the many neighboring villages and refugee 
camp.  The beauty of the village inspires us. The old 
city is coming back to life after the rehabilitation works 
of Riwaq. Wherever we look around us we see Olive 
trees, we smell the figue leaves and the jasmine. It 
connects us to the paradise Palestine was and can be 
free of military occupation.           



25

And PCS didn’t just move to any place in Birzeit! 

A welcoming house full of energy that catches the eye 
of the pedestrians and arouses their curiosity lies next 
to the Latin Church in the old city of the village. 

Dar Nasir was built towards the end of the 19th 
century, and has witnessed several generations, each 
one carrying its own stories and achievements. At the 
end of the 20th century, the building became part of 
one of the educational minarets in Palestine: Birzeit 
University. What was once an energetic place full of 
students pursuing their higher education is today back 
to life and full of motivated students pursuing their 
circus dreams.  

The abandoned building was turned into a suitable 
place for the circus to grow, with two small circus 
training halls, offices and a large external training and 
performing space to welcome the many circus addicts 
and admirers.  

The next step in the adventure is to provide a real circus 
tent on the courtyard to allow the many disciplines 
needing lots of height and space like Chinese Pole, 
teeterboard, professional aerials to allow the school 
to fly high and open its professional circus training 
program in the near future.     

PCS in the Media
The many achievements of 2011 and 2012 were 
accompanied by wide media coverage. Events were 
covered by both, local and international media. 
The package of articles can be found on the PCS 
Website on the following link: 
http://home.palcircus.ps/en/1/10
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PCS in the Media
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Contact Information

THE PALESTINIAN CIRCUS SCHOOL
Next to the Latin Church / school – Birzeit – Palestine

Telefax: +970 2 2812000
Mobile: +970 568 880024

info@palcircus.ps – www.palcircus.ps


